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Foreword

On behalf of the Gordon Cook Foundation, | am pleased to provide the foreword
to the 2025 report of the Five Nations Network (FNN).

In 2025, we saw the Conference return to Scotland. One imagines that Surgeons
Quarter Edinburgh has hosted, over the years, many events that shared
knowledge, shaped thinking, nurtured new ideas and disseminated best practice
within the medical profession. | am confident that the 2025 FNN Conference,
‘What is the contribution of citizenship education to preparing young people for
digital citizenship?’ achieved similar outcomes in the education sphere.

| was really disappointed to miss this year's Conference, but know from

fellow Trustees that the programme did, indeed, stimulate much relevant and
challenging discussion and debate, with fruitful conversation and valuable
networking taking place long into the night. Regarding the Conference
programme itself, thank you to all speakers and those who led workshops for
sharing their expertise, and to all delegates who shared their experiences in the
"TeachMeet’ session. The hope is that everyone developed their own professional
networks and learned something new, whether technical or pedagogical, which you took back to your workplace with a
view to trying something different, sharing new knowledge and ideas with colleagues and developing your own professional
practice, ultimately helping to better equip our children and young people to safely and effectively navigate the digital
citizenship space.

One of the Conference objectives is to provide a safe and supportive space in which to explore topical issues. The FNN, via the
Strategy Group, identifies speakers and facilitators — experts in their fields — to lead the formal part of the programme, but

it is the delegates who provide the many pertinent questions, extensive discussions and deep thinking that lead to the active
learning experience, and who prompt the transformation that then takes place. As ever, the Strategy Group is keen to hear
how the Conference impacted on your own practice and, ultimately, our children and young people, so please do keep them
informed of impacts arising directly or indirectly from your attendance at the Conference.

As | write, planning for the 2026 Conference (Northern Ireland) is already underway. The Country Leads of the Strategy
Group work tirelessly throughout the year creating a relevant theme for each Conference, developing an accessible, fresh and
stimulating programme to deliver the theme, and finding relevant speakers and facilitators. I'd like to take this opportunity
to thank them for the dedication, professionalism and enthusiasm that they bring to this remit. I'd also like to thank Liz
Moorse and Jess Taylor at the Association for Citizenship Teaching, who reinforce these attributes and bring their excellent
organisational skills and calm demeanours to ensure that everything comes together and runs smoothly.

A final thank you to my fellow Trustees at the Gordon Cook Foundation for their continued support and funding of the FNN,
which helps to develop professional knowledge and skills, provides a forum for sharing experiences and best practice and
builds personal professional networks, all enhancing the education of our children and young people.

Val Gilchrist
Chair, Gordon Cook Foundation

GorpoN Cook G4
FOUNDATION “Al has the potential to make seismic

positive shifts in education; however,
our role is to maintain focus on the
interplay with citizenship.”

Adviser, Scotland ,,
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1 Introduction

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

This annual report provides an overview of the
activities and impacts of the Five Nations Network
programme for the period April 2024 to March
2025. It is written for our funders, for members of
the Five Nations Network and for others with an
interest in Citizenship and Values education.

The report highlights the key areas of activity,
achievements and impact within the Five Nations
Network programme and includes:

1. Annual Conference: "What is the contribution of
citizenship education to preparing young people
for digital citizenship?’

2. Network management and communications,
including the role of the Strategy Group and ACT

Further information and materials from the 2025
Conference and network activities can be found
online at www.fivenations.net

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

The Five Nations Network is a unique forum
providing a platform for sharing Citizenship and
Values education practice in England, Ireland,
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. Since its
inception in 2000, the Network has facilitated
dialogue, the exchange of ideas and best practices
among teachers, educationalists, policymakers,
members of the inspectorate, representatives from
non-governmental organisations and young people
throughout the UK and Ireland.

The Network is managed by ACT and funded by

the Gordon Cook Foundation. Country Leads from
each of the five nations sit on the Strategy Group,
overseeing the strategic planning of the Conference
programme.

The Network is also a member of a Council of Europe
Regional Network and contributes to the objectives
and principles of the Council of Europe Charter on
Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE 0f
ENGAGING POLITICANS?

2

ANNUAL CONFERENCE: ‘What is the contribution of citizenship
education to preparing young people for digital citizenship?’

Edinburgh, 1-2 March 2025

CONFERENCE AIMS

The 2025 Five Nations Network Conference took
place in Edinburgh, Scotland.

In the second Conference on the theme of digital
citizenship and digital democracy, we focused on
‘What is the contribution of citizenship education
to preparing young people for digital citizenship?’.
Together, we explored how educators can effectively
bridge the gap between online and offline political
engagement, and counter the negative effects of
mis-, dis- and malinformation and conspiracies
that children and young people face in navigating
information, political content and ideas. We also
considered the positive opportunities for how
Citizenship education can evolve to better foster
political literacy, critical media literacy and active
citizenship in changing democratic societies and to
help to prepare young people for digital citizenship.

The Conference aimed to:

bring together teachers, practitioners and other
stakeholders from across the five nations so that
we can learn from one another about developing
high-quality Citizenship education in each
distinctive context

discuss the role of Citizenship teachers in
responding to the current democratic and

political issues and in preparing learners for digital
citizenship

review how teachers can make connections
between contemporary societal issues and
connect to the broader curriculum for Citizenship
education

consider the opportunities and challenges in
nurturing effective digital citizenship, democratic
wellbeing and political agency, including in
connection with developing active citizenship
encourage new thinking and learning about
Citizenship education, teaching and practice, and
promote dialogue and collaboration across the
five nations

Pre-Conference delegates have access to a padlet
that hosts briefing papers, background reading and
more detailed information about the Conference
programme.

CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES

Two highly respected guest speakers offered up
insights, theories and ideas to stimulate debate

and discussion. Participants were able to develop
their thinking, both collaboratively and individually,
during workshops spread over the two days. Country
groups supported discussions at the beginning and
generated reflections at the end of the Conference.
Short breaks provided space for networking, sharing
and reflection on each session.

“The critical skills around digital
literacy are similar to those needed
for citizenship in the analogue world.
We need to teach values and ethics
around Al and social media also.”

Academic, Northern Ireland
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Saturday 1 March 2025

Pre-meeting country group activity

* teaching about digital citizenship and digital democracy

e using digital technology in teaching digital citizenship

Choose one of the aspects above. Bring an example of something that you have tried in your classroom.

What have you brought with you to share?
Why have you chosen this?
What have you learned from this approach?

A youth problem? Citizenship education in the context of political and digital change

Jan Eichhorn, Senior Lecturer in Social Policy, University of Edinburgh

This talk placed the challenges of Citizenship education in a digital world in the broader context of political change. We discussed
how youth political engagement continues offline —and when online engagement enables critical thinking. We explored which

challenges are specific to young people and which reflect general societal changes, and considered what this might mean for
Citizenship teaching and the curriculum.

Guided discussion activity
In this session, we started to explore some key Conference learning questions in mixed-country groups.

1. How can educators effectively bridge the gap between online and offline political engagement for young people? What
strategies might help young people to translate online critical thinking into meaningful offline actions?

2. What specific challenges do young people face in navigating political content in the digital world, such as misinformation or
echo chambers? How can Citizenship education address these challenges while fostering media literacy and critical thinking?

3. In what ways should the Citizenship curriculum evolve to reflect both the unique experiences of young people in a digital age
and the broader societal shifts in political engagement? What role should educators play in helping students to critically engage
with these changes?

Choice of workshops and seminars:

Artificial intelligence in the primary Citizenship classroom
Gemma Clark, author and teacher, Scotland
In this session, we discovered practical strategies for primary teachers to integrate Al tools into curriculum planning and resourcing,

enhancing teaching efficiency across all subject areas. This session connected digital citizenship education to Al, empowering
educators to prepare young learners for responsible and ethical engagement in a rapidly evolving digital world.

Empowering young minds: Tackling misinformation through education and collaboration
Dr Yvonne Skipper, School of Education, University of Glasgow, Scotland
Misinformation is one of the greatest challenges of our time. This session explored innovative, co-created interventions designed to

help young people to identify misinformation and stay safe online. Attendees gained greater understanding of misinformation and
explored tools that foster critical thinking and informed citizenship, empowering students to navigate information responsibly.

Al, algorithms and critical thinking

Jane McGarrigle, National Coordinator, Webwise, Ireland

This session empowered learners to safely and ethically navigate algorithms and GenAl. It will explore the benefits and challenges of
Al and social media algorithms, and look at strategies to foster critical thinking. Participants gained an understanding of how social
media algorithms work, their impact on young people and how to effectively evaluate information online.

Sunday 2 March 2025

Digital citizenship TeachMeets

Practitioners from across the five nations shared classroom approaches and pedagogies for teaching digital citizenship, followed by
discussion in small cross-country groups, where teachers discuss edwhat they'd learned and also shared ideas.

Practitioners

Northern Ireland: James Lennon and John Wishart
Ireland: Rebecca Coyne and Zoe Cullen

Scotland: Jen Boyle and Gillian Freeland

Wales: Lloyd Rowe and Luke McHugh

England: David Elliot and Sera Shortland

Choice of sessions:

Reactionary digital subcultures — a conceptual framework for teaching about viral online trends in Citizenship
education

Dr Rob Topinka, Birkbeck University, England

In this seminar, Dr Rob Topinka shared his work on ‘reactionary digital subcultures’ as a powerful conceptual framework through
which we can teach about a wide range of contemporary online trends. Robert shared some of the key characteristics of the
narratives that provide the blueprint for many of these issues. These raised the possibility that we can teach students to spot

the narrative structure at work in viral social media movements that have already been influential, and inoculate them to future
phenomena. In the first part of the workshop, Robert provided us with the essential framework and illustrated it with well-known
examples, and in the second half, participants shared their classroom experiences to build a repertoire of possible teaching
strategies that could enact this knowledge in the classroom.

Teaching digital democracy through political contact
Harriet Andrews, The Politics Project, UK
This workshop explored and supported teachers in using digital dialogues and other activities involving political contact to develop

student capacity for digital citizenship and democratic learning.

Post-meeting country group activity

Reflection on conference learning questions
What are your takeaways?
What will you do with your learning now?

Feedback

Conference close and reflections

Bruce Pandrich, Chair of Gordon Cook Foundation Trustees




CONFERENCE WELCOME

Liz Moorse welcomed Conference
participants to the 2025
Conference and to ‘bonnie’
Scotland, a particularly apt
phrase reflecting the beauty

and warmth of Edinburgh as

a place, and also reflecting the
‘good’ of those people within this
unique education community and
network and the hope that everyone
attending this year has a good Conference.

She went on to thank our funders at Gordon Cook,
who have provided long-term commitment and support
for the network. She highlighted the importance and
relevance of our focus for 2025 on digital citizenship
education and the opportunity to make conceptual
connections between the urgency to address political
and democratic education and civic participation in

the digital age. This is at a time when three of the four
jurisdictions who make up the five nations (England,
Northern Ireland and Scotland) are undertaking a
curriculum review, and this represents a moment

at which to influence and improve the strength of
Citizenship education across the five nations. What can
we do to make it more relevant? How can we use digital
technology effectively in teaching and develop critical
thinking in this challenging world?

Liz paid particular thanks to the Strategy Group for
giving their time freely to help to plan this special
Conference, which uniquely brings together those
committed to Citizenship education. She also thanked
the speakers for preparing and giving their time to make
this Conference a memorable occasion. Liz concluded by
highlighting 2025 as a special ‘Year of Digital Citizenship
Education’, which is being marked by the Council of
Europe. She then introduced Villano Qiriazi, who,
unable to attend in person, addressed and welcomed

2025 EUROPEAN YEAR OF DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP

2025 is the European Year - g
of Digital Citizenship - o
Education. The motto,
‘learn, connect, engage
and thrive together’, |
encapsulates its mission
to promote an inclusive
and democratic digital
transformation of education.
During this year, we call on
policymakers and educators to play a crucial role in
shaping a digital transformation that is fair, just and
inclusive. At a time when technology is impacting
every aspect of our lives, digital citizenship is a
necessity. It equips young people with the skills,
values and critical understanding needed to navigate
the digital world responsibly and effectively. Only

by fostering an inclusive, democratic and ethical
landscape can we empower future generations to
learn, connect, engage and thrive together.

Despite the growing recognition by member states,
a recent study conducted by our Education team on
the level of implementation of our recommendations
highlights that only a handful of countries explicitly
refer to digital citizenship education in their national
policies.

While many initiatives address digital literacy and
online safety, the lack of a common approach is
hampering progress to bridge this gap. We need

first to promote coherent policies and align national
education strategies with the Council of Europe policy

WELCOME
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framework for digital citizenship. Second, we need
to support teacher training and ensure that teachers
have the knowledge and confidence to integrate
digital citizenship education into their curricula.
Third, we need to raise public awareness and engage
families, youth and civil society to promote a culture
of responsible digital engagement. Finally, we need
to tackle the digital divide and ensure equal access
to digital tools for all students, regardless of their
socio-economic background.

Villano Qiriazi, Director of Education,
Council of Europe

Alan Britton, one of the Country Leads from Scotland, welcomed participants to Surgeons Quarter in Edinburgh
for the 2025 Conference. He shared that he had attended his first Conference in 2001. This year’s Conference
centred around the theme ‘What is the contribution of citizenship education to preparing young people for digital
citizenship?’. In his address, he warmly welcomed Dr Jan Eichhorn, a senior lecturer in Social Policy at the University
of Edinburgh, commending him for his innovative research and rigorous exploration of the non-engagement of

young people.



https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/european-year-of-digital-citizenship-education-2025
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/european-year-of-digital-citizenship-education-2025
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/european-year-of-digital-citizenship-education-2025

GUEST SPEAKER

A YOUTH PROBLEM?
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION IN
THE CONTEXT OF POLITICAL
AND DIGITAL CHANGE

Jan Eichhorn, Senior
Lecturer in Social Policy,
University of Edinburgh,
Scotland

“Citizenship education is about
much more than teaching

young people about politics and
society. Done well, it can be a
strong contributor to reducing
inequalities in participation

and increasing young people’s
engagement with both formal
and informal avenues for
political participation. However,
for these opportunities to be
harnessed, young people need

to be taken seriously, not just

as recipients of Citizenship
education, but also as multipliers
who can create discussions and
stimulate new ideas in their
families and communities.”

Jan Eichhorn, Senior Lecturer,
University of Edinburgh
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Jan started by talking about the positive impacts that
Citizenship education can have on young people’s
political engagement. Citing a number of research
papers, he noted that discursive engagement in

the classroom on the issues that interest and affect
young people can contribute to their levels of political
literacy. For those young people who have had the
opportunity to vote at 16, there are more positive
consequences. International evidence consistently
demonstrates that extending the franchise to young
people from the age of 16 can increase their overall
participation in democracy — to the extent that
political engagement continues into adulthood, with
higher-than-expected electoral turnouts when they’re
in their 20s.

Traditionally, political participation is focused on
elections and party allegiance, with politicians
generally using mainstream media outlets to engage
with the electorate. However, there are many non-
electoral forms of political participation, and how
civil society and young people in particular get the
political information that they need has changed
drastically. The leading social media platforms

with which young people engage for their political
information are YouTube and TikTok. This is a recent
phenomenon. For example, in Germany, 46% of
16- to 24-year-olds said that social media was the
most important source of information in election
campaigns in 2021, compared to 10% in 2017.

Also in 2017, 41% of this group said that social
media had no political use, whereas in 2021 this
figure was only 16%. This doesn't mean that all social
media content is about influencers. Because young
people consume media differently, some mainstream

news outlets publish their content online so that
users can access the topics that interest them. Those
young people who are seriously engaged talk about
the reasons why they interact either online or offline.
For some, online interaction is good to reach large
numbers of people and to plan and mobilise political
action, whereas offline engagement is good for
physical visibility and efficacy.

However, fake news and misinformation are serious
issues for anyone consuming content online. It's not
just a youth issue. Research shows that both adults

and young people can become vulnerable to online
conspiracy theories and fake news. Disinformation is
a whole-society issue.

Having started with the positive impacts that
Citizenship education can have, Jan went on to talk

about the other influences that impact young people.

Their political engagement is strongly impacted by
the family context and their circle of friends. This
throws up issues of socio-economic inequality and
the impact that it might have on participation.
However, it's also possible that young people bring
home ideas that are important to them and that
they talk to their friends, thereby reversing common
socialisation pathways. Deliberative political literacy
education in schools has the potential to mitigate
some of this inequality, as it can positively impact
young people’s engagement, even years after they
leave school.

“Youth participation and
political engagement are
connected, making Citizenship
education critical.”

Teacher, Northern Ireland

“Reaffirming on significant but
diverse impacts of Citizenship
education, based on resources

and discursive skills.”

Teacher, Ireland




WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS

SATURDAY 1 MARCH 2025
ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE IN THE
PRIMARY CLASSROOM

Gemma Clark, author
and teacher, Scotland

Attendance: 13

Gemma's workshop looked at practical strategies
for primary teachers to integrate Al tools into their
curriculum planning and resourcing, in order to
enhance teaching efficiency across all subject areas.
It connected digital citizenship education to Al and
demonstrated how educators can prepare young
learners for responsible ethical engagement in a
rapidly evolving digital world. Based on Gemma'’s
book, Artificial Intelligence in the Primary Classroom,
participants were introduced to a wide range of
practical applications, including using Al for self-
assessment, generating ideas with limited resources
and, for education leaders, many ideas to support
planning, policymaking and risk-assessment.
Participants confirmed that they had learned new
and innovative practical strategies to help to integrate
Al into pedagogy, and that the workshop had given
them the confidence to use Al tools. A whole-group
discussion after Gemma's presentation focused on
using Al to the practitioner’s advantage, although
there was some nervousness around workload. Would
teachers be expected to take on more as a result of
using Al to save time?

“Profound! The workshop today
provided me with a wide range
of suggested uses for Al, which
I will definitely be using in my
classroom and sharing with

my colleagues. It has really
highlighted so many positives,
which has made me see the
value of its varied uses in my
teaching.”

Teacher, Wales

EMPOWERING YOUNG
MINDS: TACKLING
MISINFORMATION
THROUGH EDUCATION
AND COLLABORATION
Dr Yvonne Skipper,
School of Education,

University of Glasgow,
Scotland

Attendance: 27

Yvonne began the workshop with an engaging quiz,
encouraging participants to think critically about
how they recognise misinformation, including fake
news, conspiracy theories, cyberattacks and the intent
behind them. The workshop introduced Project Real,
a programme designed by young people and social
media influencers to help the younger generation to
identify and challenge fake news. As Yvonne pointed
out, "Fake news travels six times faster than the
truth”, emphasising the importance of remaining on
digital alert.

The project provides lesson plans and resources

to help young people to navigate social media

and evaluate information effectively. Its key focus
is on the SHARE checklist — Source, Headline,
Analyse, Retouched and Errors — and how it can

be applied. This framework helps young people to
assess content critically, guiding them to recognise
potential misinformation. Ultimately, the workshop
highlighted the power of knowledge and critical

thinking in combating the spread of false information.

Yvonne also discussed other fraudulent cases and
sophisticated scams that use advanced digital
technology to mimic voices. She concluded by saying
that if anyone wanted to participate in the research,
they should contact her at:
YvonneSkipper@glasgow.ac.uk.

“The ‘SHARE' checklist for
identifying misinformation will
be beneficial when teaching
Politics and Citizenship.”

Teacher, Northern Ireland
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Al, ALGORITHMS AND
CRITICAL THINKING
Jane McGarrigle,

National Coordinator,
Webwise, Ireland

Attendance: 27

Jane’s workshop was a
mixture of debate, discussion and

presentation. She began by guiding participants
through some debate prompts around the benefits
and concerns that they might have, both for
themselves and for children and young people, in
relation to internet use and digital media. Following
discussions, Jane talked about how algorithms work
to recommend content to users, particularly on social
media. They prioritise and recommend content, but
each platform uses a different system. The recent
Digital Services Act in the European Union is trying to
improve transparency about how algorithms work,
by addressing illegal content and disinformation.
Having discussed the benefits and challenges of
algorithms, Jane talked about the importance of
"taking back control’. Critical thinking and Al literacy
are vital for young people. To use Al well, young
people must be able to weigh up information,
identify bias and understand Al's impact on society.
Stop, think and check that what you're seeing,
reading or hearing is accurate and reliable.

“Really constructive, with
a fantastic set of resources!
I will be incorporating
everything.”

Teacher, Ireland



https://www.crownhouse.co.uk/artificial-intelligence-in-the-primary-classroom
https://www.projectreal.co.uk/
mailto:YvonneSkipper%40glasgow.ac.uk?subject=
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SUNDAY 2 MARCH 2025
REACTIONARY DIGITAL
SUBCULTURES —

A CONCEPTUAL
FRAMEWORK FOR
TEACHING ABOUT VIRAL
ONLINE TRENDS IN
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

Dr Rob Topinka, Birkbeck
University, England

Attendance: 36

Rob’s workshop examined the rise of online
subcultures that are becoming more mainstream,
exploring alternative narratives promoted by
influencers such as Andrew Tate and Donald Trump.
He posed the question: “What conspiracy theories

or alternative narratives from the online world have
you come across in schools?” Highlighting the
significance of these issues, he suggested that this is
the world in which our children are growing up. He
emphasised the need for new ways of thinking about
communication, explaining that “Communication

is not linear; there is no beginning, no end.” He
cautioned delegates by stating that “One person’s
extremist misinformation is another person’s liberating
truth.” However, our young people are drawn to such
people. He explained that the influencers are vying for
our attention in the same space. So, what do young
people need in order to navigate such complexities?
Delegates explored how, as educators, we can

help our young people using a range of strategies,
explaining the ‘why’ behind conspiracy theories, while
teaching them what empathy means. They need the
vocabulary to help them to manage such contentious
issues.

“Very easy and
transferable framework
to articulate and describe
the ‘why’ of conspiracy
theories/influencers and
how we explain them.

A truly outstanding
presentation.”

Teacher, England

“How prepared are we as
teachers to address this
issue?”

Teacher, Ireland

TEACHING DIGITAL
DEMOCRACY THROUGH
POLITICAL CONTACT

Harriet Andrews,
The Politics Project,
UK

Attendance: 28

Harriet's workshop explored the way

in which teachers can be supported in using digital
dialogues to develop young people’s capacity for
digital citizenship and democratic learning. Her
organisation, The Politics Project, facilitates sessions
where young people and politicians can have
powerful conversations that build understanding,
trust and relationships that can lead to real change
in communities. Harriet guided participants through
some examples of the teacher training and resources
available. She also spoke about the pledges that can
be made during a Digital Dialogue session. These are
seen as one of the most powerful parts of the session.
All pledges made by politicians are followed up, from

inviting students to visit Parliament to raising students’

concerns at a local council level about the need for
gender-neutral toilets. Following up on pledges that
politicians make to young people enables them to see
the impact that politicians can have on the big and
little things in our daily lives.

“Great session for
highlighting the work
of the project and the
excellent resources
online. Impressed by the
pledges.”

Teacher, Scotland
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DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP TEACHMEETS

TeachMeets are designed to encourage collaboration, share best practices and inspire fresh ideas. They are informal
professional development spaces where teachers volunteer to share ideas, strategies and what has worked well for them,
through short, time-limited presentations. Ten teachers, two from each nation, volunteered to talk for five minutes on
their own approaches and pedagogies for teaching digital citizenship. This was followed by discussion in small cross-
country groups. This was the first time a TeachMeet-style session was included in the Conference programme. Feedback
was extremely positive, with participants valuing the time and space to discuss and share with others.

GROUP 1

USING MEDIA AND Al TO ENGAGE STUDENTS WITH

REVISION: TIKTOK AND PODCASTS
David Elliot, England

David described how Al can be used for revision
by linking it to learning and how Al can provide
interactive revision resources across various subjects.

RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH THROUGHOUT THE
SOCIAL SUBJECTS AND RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND
PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES FACULTY

Gillian Freeland, Scotland

Gillian talked about embedding a rights-based
approach throughout the social subjects and RMPS
faculty. She explained that youth voice is at the heart
of this approach and that young people regularly co-
create with staff to develop feedback and initiatives.

USING SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLS TO ENHANCE
LEARNER PERFORMANCE

James Lennon, Northern Ireland

James introduced ‘Preparation for Adult Life’ to replace
‘Learning for Life and Work' in his school. He spoke
about the trust required between staff and pupils when
integrating mobile phones into classroom activities.

HOW TO USE TEXT-TO-IMAGE Al GENERATORS TO
PRODUCE GRAPHIC DESIGNS IN THE CLASSROOM

Lloyd Rowe, Wales

Lloyd described how he uses Adobe Express to
enhance teaching and learning in the Welsh
Baccalaureate. He said that it is ideal for creating
online tutorials, graphics, images, posters and logos.

USING DIGITAL GAMES TO TEACH STUDENTS
WITHIN THE CITIZENSHIP CLASSROOM

Zoe Cullen, Ireland

Zoe explained that her school was an iPad school and
that they used a variety of simulators to engage pupils
with lessons on democracy and constitutional rights.
She also talked about how pupils can create their own
games.

“A really excellent session -
lots of practical information.
I will implement a number of
these ideas.”

Teacher, England

“Freeresources that aren't being
utilised, e.g. Adobe Express, are
seriously impactful, especially
for lower socio-economic
backgrounds - it's accessible.
However, this resource is only
free for some nations, Ireland
not being one of them.” 5y

Teacher, Ireland

“It has impacted my

thinking by looking at

how to be more creative
digitally.” L)

Teacher, Northern Ireland

GROUP 2
CHILDREN'S VIEWS ON THE IMPACT OF Al ON
ARTICLES 13 AND 17 OF THE UNCRC

Jen Boyle, Scotland

Jen talked about exploring the relationship between Al
and the UNCRC. Her pupils said that they wanted to
be able to trust information that is shared with them,
and wanted adults to support them to ensure that this
was safe and suitable.

USING NOTEBOOKLM AND CANVA TO ENHANCE
TEACHING AND LEARNING

John Wishart, Northern Ireland

John talked in detail about two Al programs that he
uses. The first was NotebookLM, which allows you
to upload your own sources to transform them into
a range of resources. Secondly, he demonstrated the
use of Inspiration mind-maps.

USING SEARCH COACH TO HELP STUDENTS TO FIND

TRUSTED SITES WITH NEWSGUARD AND THINK
CRITICALLY ABOUT THEIR RESULTS

Luke McHugh, Wales

Luke talked about using Microsoft Search Coach with
his students. He explained that teachers were able to
guide and monitor student searches and set boundaries
to help to keep searches focused and appropriate.

USING BLOOKET TO ASSESS FOR LEARNING OF
DOLLAR STREET: TWO INTERACTIVE RESOURCES
TO TEACH DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP AND USE IN THE
CITIZENSHIP CLASSROOM

Rebecca Coyne, Ireland

Rebecca described three Al programs that she uses in
her teaching. They were Dollar Street, which is a visual
framework for understanding how everybody lives
across the world; Blooket, which is an online gamified
educational platform that engages pupils through
competitive games; and Project Implicit, which focuses
on educating people about bias.

USING FEATURES OF GOOGLE Al STUDIO TO
ENHANCE THE CITIZENSHIP CLASSROOM

Sera Shortland, England

Sera talked about her experimentation with Google
Al Studio and Napkin in her classroom. She noted
how her pupils enjoyed the interaction with these
conversational applications.

“So much knowledge gained in
a short period of time - really
really useful.”

Teacher, England

“This has had a massive impact
on how I will plan lessons and
use Al in my classroom.”

Teacher, Scotland

“Good to use something like
a Padlet to submit questions
to each speaker and to access
some of the materials they
were discussing.”

J)

Teacher, Wales
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CONFERENCE IMPACT

The 2025 Conference achieved 96% attendance.
Attendance at the Conference was by invitation only.
Country Leads extended invitations with a focus on
incorporating as many teachers as possible. Teachers
came from a range of different types of schools, ensuring
representation across all five nations. Other attendees
included representatives from educational institutions,
Government departments and non-governmental
organisations.

The total number of participants at the 2025 Conference
was 69.

Participants were requested to specify the number of
pupils who would benefit from their learning experiences
at the Conference. Of those who provided specific
figures, approximately 45,551 pupils across the five
nations are expected to benefit from an enriched

CONFERENCE EVALUATION

Relevance to job

19.00%

= Highly relevant

Fairly relevant

81.00%

CONFERENCE FINDINGS
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citizenship experience related to Al, courtesy of the
insights gained from the Conference. Additionally, some
participants indicated that around 380 schools, 22 initial
teachers and potentially 3,000-5,000 teachers would
also derive benefits from the Conference’s learnings.

Delegate breakdown: new vs past

40.60%
Past delegates
= New delegates

59.40%

Overall ratings

2.00%

= Excellent

Good

98.00%

This was the second Conference on the theme of digital citizenship and digital democracy. It focused on the
contribution that Citizenship education can make in preparing young people to become digitally literate.
Overall, the Conference was very well received. Rapporteur sheets, Conference evaluations and audio recordings
provided detailed feedback from the participants. They felt that the aims of the Conference were more than
met. Comments from those that had attended last year's Conference felt that there was good progression on
the theme from year to year, with lots more practical resources available this year. Participants reported that
they had benefited personally and professionally from the range of inputs over the two days. As always, they
valued the time to mix with other professionals, to share ideas in country groups and across the five nations.
The following quotes are just a sample of the feedback from participants:

QUOTES FROM EVALUATIONS

Here are just a few examples of feedback received from
participants:

England

“Digital participation can be very effective

(not just slacktivism) when you use the
platforms in a meaningful way. There's no going
back - online participation will be the way

most young people will engage - it is the role of
Citizenship teachers to teach how to engage with
it properly.”

Teacher, England

“Outstanding Citizenship CPD. A number
of practical takeaways that can be easily
implemented. Also great fun!”

Teacher, England

Ireland

“The freshness of discussion, debate and
connection with like-minded people
addressing the fact that it's not a youth
problem but a contextual problem.”

Teacher, Ireland

“Conversations, sharing, generosity of spirit.
Keynotes were inspirational.”

Teacher, Ireland

“Felt the Conference was excellent, especially

in providing practical ideas to use in the
classroom (around Al and managing conspiracies/
alternative narratives). The continuous approach
of bringing yourself to the students’ level was
really beneficial.”

Teacher, Northern Ireland

“I have had the most amazing time, learned
loads and made some valuable connections.
This will have a massive ‘knock-on'’ effect for
both students and staff.”

Teacher, Northern Ireland

Scotland

“I think it has been valuable to learn how
influencers work and make money and
consider why it helps to empathise with
pupils.”

Teacher, Scotland

‘Amazing resources that help to improve
classroom learning and promote
opportunities for increasing digital
citizenship in all classrooms”

Teacher, Scotland

Wales

‘Again, another brilliant event. Can there
be more time/emphasis on teachers sharing
approaches to using Al in the classroom
with evidence to back this up? I thoroughly
enjoyed the weekend. Diolch!”

Teacher, Wales

‘I have a clearer understanding of the
benefits and challenges that digital
citizenship brings, and a more direct policy
and pedagogy to better understand these
will be implemented.”

Teacher, Wales
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COUNTRY GROUPS

Country groups met at the beginning of the Conference, where they had time to get to know each other. They were
asked to bring an example of something from their own practice that illustrated how to teach about digital citizenship
and digital democracy, or an example of how they used digital technology to teach digital citizenship. This facilitated
an immediate and lively discussion. They met again at the end of the Conference to reflect on some of the key
messages from the guest speaker and the five workshops. Evaluations and feedback were very positive, and delegates
appreciated the time that they had to discuss key Citizenship issues with others. Feedback from delegates will be used
to inform future Conferences.

Here are some of the key points, thoughts and reflections from each country.

England
The Conference was well received by all participants, who found the sessions engaging and the discussions meaningful.

Robert Topinka and Jan's keynote were standout moments, as they provided valuable insights that challenged
participants’ perspectives and helped them to refine their ideas.

The TeachMeet was useful for sharing practices, but the format and setup could be improved to encourage better
interaction. Participants suggested introducing a poster presentation format or exploring alternative ways in which to
make knowledge-sharing more effective.

Participants expressed a strong interest in having dedicated inter-country group planning time, ideally scheduled on a
Sunday, where they could collaborate on focused topics. They also suggested having Country Leads present at each table
to provide support and guidance.

The venue, hotel, food and support provided by colleagues and Country Leads were highly praised. A new participant
particularly appreciated the overall CPD and Conference experience, describing it as highly valuable and well organised.

Ireland

The two most engaging themes for our country group were relationality and action.
Relationality:

We discussed the current political climate and how it translates into relationships, asking where is trust being
undermined and where context collapse is happening

Relationality was considered in terms of staff and student relationships
We talked about building on connections between second and third levels in Citizenship education
Relationality turned into action, what we can make actionable:

We discussed taking action in the face of challenges and identifying sites of struggle — particularly around technology,
Al, phone usage, the digital divide, misinformation, conspiracy theories and algorithms

The conference was viewed as a place of hope and critical inquiry

We reflected on how to incorporate these actions into our own teaching and learning

Action:

Action also involves creation — the co-creation of knowledge, frameworks and systematic approaches, conceptual
frameworks, learning, relearning and maybe unlearning in order to take on a whole new vocabulary

We emphasised the importance of moving beyond the classroom and university, applying these ideas in all aspects of
our work

We (teachers) should lead by example and not just those in Citizenship education — need training and support

We discussed continuing to build relationships through physical meet-ups, as these provide valuable spaces for critical
reflection and for reaffirming our commitment to practice

North of Ireland/Northern Ireland

The Northern Ireland Curriculum is presently undergoing a review.

Integrating digital citizenship and literacy into educational settings in Northern Ireland,
helps address key issues such as misinformation, activism and access to technology .

Exploring Digital Citizenship in Education:

The group discussed key topics including misinformation, activism and technology access within the context of digital
citizenship and literacy

Highlighted the role of ‘Digital Workers, Digital Citizens, Digital Producers’ when exploring issues such as misogyny,
online activism spaces and definitions of digital citizenship — what do we mean by digital citizenship?

Identified ongoing challenges with technology access, referencing long-term strategy planning and limited ICT
availability

Shared the value of using platforms like Facing History, which provides lesson plans, resources and evaluation criteria
using the 5 As: Aim, Author, Approach, Audience, Accuracy, to enhance media literacy

Discussed additional platforms, such as BBC Bitesize, the Red Cross and social media, while addressing concerns around
misinformation, digital poverty and the influence of policy

Generationally, this can lead to insecurities among teachers, which has implications for teacher training in the use and
understanding of Al. Students are a valuable resource; however, the effectiveness of Al hinges on the quality of the tools
and applications used. Consider the 1400s and the invention of the printing press and its impact, and then “zoom out
in human history... is this the part where we say... this is a really key moment!”

Scotland

There was a good balance of inputs and opportunities for discussion, and a balance of theoretical and practical: “better
than last year”, some good “down time”.

Colleagues who attended last year’s Conference reflected on how it introduced them to these ideas, but this year really
helped them to take away practical resources and strategies to implement, which was very valuable.

Teachers need to be brave and introduce this to the classroom, although there is still some work to be done on policy in the
Scottish context.

A big takeaway is that we're going to form a Scottish network to meet up between Conferences to try to drive things
forward.

The venue, catering and venue staff were all excellent.




Wales
Our FNN takeaways:

We appreciated discussing experiences across the nations in identifying shared potential and the challenges of Al.

Collaboration during the sessions was highly productive, generating many ideas exchanged about the future of Al in

education, particularly through the TeachMeet sessions.

It created a great sense of enthusiasm about the potential capabilities and advantages of using Al in the classroom,

especially in the additional learning needs sector.

It highlighted the need to establish and strengthen networks, through consistency in groups and opportunities to work
cross-nation to keep closer pace with the changing landscape of Al.

We were all inspired by the quality of the sessions, accommodation and organisation of the whole Conference and are

keen to come back.

CONFERENCE CLOSE AND
REFLECTIONS

Bruce Pandrich, Chair
of Gordon Cook

Foundation Trustees

What an extraordinary
Conference! I'm so
proud that the Gordon
Cook Foundation is connected

to it and supports it because it's so meaningful,
particularly in the world today. In terms of the
question posed by the Conference title, "What

is the contribution of citizenship education to
preparing young people for digital citizenship?”’,
then the answer is ‘a lot’, that's clear — because

it's huge, it's enormous. As a Conference, | think
you've achieved your aims and | liked how they
were set out: the balance of research and insightful
academic study with practical measures and steps
for teachers. The TeachMeet was such a powerful
experience. Your passion, your enthusiasm, your
personal insights from your own experiences and
your willingness to share with everyone were
humbling and moving. All the presentations and
contributions were remarkable and extraordinary.

| didn’t attend them all, but it was just such

a powerful thing for all of us to experience
compressed into this time. When | read the
programme, | thought they’ll never manage it,

but you have — and over-exceeded! And then, of
course, the Strategy Group for conceiving all of this
and the incomparable programme team, who have
made us feel so comfortable, so welcome. | sat
with Alan for the first country group session, and it
was masterful the way he managed to get people
talking so quickly and engaging in the subject. It
matters so much that we get it right. Listening

to the tools that you describe and the way that

we should think about this has challenged me

and made me see the world we're in now quite
differently. Somebody said in the TeachMeet

that we live in a world where change and what

is happening are outpacing us all the time. Itis a
bit frightening and breathtaking, but on the other
hand it's incredibly reassuring to see all of you
taking part in this Conference. Thank you for being
exceptional and so special, and for this wonderful
experience, which has been inspiring.

“ “Understanding of what Al is, how it looks in the classroom, digital rights of children, the need to

move with the times (and use it). That's all.... I would like it to last longer! Fabulous.”

“My brain grew.”
(Teacher, Wales)

”

3 Network Management

and Communications

THE STRATEGY GROUP

The annual Five Nations programme grant includes
an allowance to enable the Strategy Group to meet
regularly during the year. The meetings continue to
be a mix of face to face, online and hybrid.

The Strategy Group plays a pivotal role in
overseeing the network and works together
effectively to plan the Annual Conference, which
is rotated around the five nations. The Strategy
Group comprises two Country Leads from each
of the five nations, a Trustee from the Gordon
Cook Foundation and staff from the Association
for Citizenship Teaching (ACT), who manage the
programme.

During 2024-25, the Strategy Group met face
to face and online to discuss and plan the theme
of the 2025 Conference, which was held in
Edinburgh. Nuzhat Uthmani became a member
of the Strategy Group and a Country Lead for
Scotland.

COUNTRY LEADS FOR THE FIVE NATIONS
STRATEGY GROUP

Lee Jerome (England)

Amit Puni (England)

Conor Harrison (Ireland)

Rose Dolan (Ireland)

Lesley Emerson (Northern Ireland)
Anne-Marie Poynor (Northern Ireland)
Alan Britton (Scotland)

Jill Elizabeth Burnett (Scotland)
Nuzhat Uthmani (Scotland)
Shubnam Aziz (Wales)

Sue James (Wales)

ACT continues in the role of programme manager,
with Liz Moorse as Programme Director and Jess
Taylor as Five Nations Coordinator, with Cathy
Begley providing additional expertise and support
during the year in a consultancy capacity.
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WEBSITE, COMMUNICATIONS AND ACTIVITIES

The Five Nations Network website,
www.fivenations.net, provides links to upcoming
conferences, past conference reports, details of
funded projects, useful links and details of relevant
events. It is a means of disseminating information
and promoting links across the five nations.

During the year, the Five Nations Network website
has been updated and reviewed on a regular basis.
Website analytics show 2,048 unique visitors to
the site (up by 19%) and 3,382 page views (up by
18%) between April 2024 and March 2025. The
most frequently visited pages include Conferences
and Citizenship across the five nations.

4 Overall Outcomes and Impact

Annual Programme Expenditure

Total income £80,000

Main grant £80,000

Underspend from previous year | £13

Expenditure £80,000

Underspend f0

The year 2024 marked the start of a three-year
contract between the Gordon Cook Foundation
and the Association for Citizenship Teaching

to lead and deliver the Five Nations Network
programme.
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Teachers, educationalists and policy makers
from across England, Ireland, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales have been meeting together
every year since 2000 in a unigue forum known

as the ‘Five Nations Network’.

Further information can be obtained from
www.fivenations.net or by contacting the
Association for Citizenship Teaching (ACT):

Email: fivenations@teachingcitizenship.org.uk




