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School and Context 594 students on roll
35% FSM



Overview of 
Curriculum

•Key Stage 3 (ages 11-14) 
• 1 hour per week
• every student takes the subject 
• explicitly Citizenship

•Key Stage 4 (ages 14-16)- option subject
•  3 hours per week- 
• Year 10 - 69 students
•  Year 11 - 61 students



7

Aut 1 Spr 1 Sum 1

Topic: Human Rights

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and 
evaluation, presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: Are Human Rights still important in 2022? Debate

Topic: The role of the Police in society

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, 
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: What is the best way to reduce crime in Lewisham? Essay

 

Topic: Local Community

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, presenting 
reasoned arguments, investigation skills

Assessment: What is the best way to resolve problems in Deptford? Group Investigation

Aut 2 Spr 2  

Topic: Human Rights

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and 
evaluation, presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: Are Human Rights still important in 2022? Debate

Topic: Money and Budgeting

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, 
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: Exam

 

Topic: Local Community

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, presenting 
reasoned arguments, investigation skills

Assessment: What is the best way to resolve problems in Deptford? Group Investigation

 

8

Aut 1 Spr 1 Sum 1

Topic: Political literacy

Skills/Concepts: Research and evaluation, debate, presenting reasoned 
arguments

Assessment: What is the best way to run a country? Essay

Topic: The Power in Westminster

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, 
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: What impact does Westminster have on our lives test

 

Topic: Taxation and Government Spending

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment:

 
Aut 2 Optional Spr 2 Sum 2 

Topic: Political literacy

Skills/Concepts: Research and evaluation, debate, presenting reasoned 
arguments

Assessment: What is the best way to run a country? Essay

Topic: The Power in Westminster

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, 
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: What impact does Parliament have on Lewisham Deptford? 
Investigation

 

Topic: The Right to Vote

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation, presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Chartists or Suffragettes: who had a bigger impact and struggle? Debate

9

Aut 1 Spr 1 Sum 1

Topic: Law and Society

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and 
evaluation,  presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: Law exam

Topic: How has the UK changed?

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation,  
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: The UK is the same in 2022 as it was in 1902- debate

 

Topic: International Politics 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Model UN

 
Aut 2 Optional Spr 2 Sum 2 

Topic: The Media

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and 
evaluation,  presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: Media source exam

Topic: How has the UK changed?

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation,  
presenting reasoned arguments

Assessment: GCSE style exam

Topic: International Politics 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: World issue case study



Year 
10

Aut 1 Spr 1 Sum 1
Theme A: Living together in the UK.
Key questions explored: 
●  How have communities developed in the UK? 
●  What is identity? 
●  What are democratic values and where do they come from? 
●  How does local democracy work? 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of 
evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Theme A past papers

Topic: Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK
Key questions explored: 
●  Who runs the country? 
●  How does Parliament work? 
●  How is power shared between Westminster and the devolved 
administrations? 
●  How does government manage public money? 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of 
evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Theme B past papers

 

Topic: Theme C: Law and justice
Key questions explored: 
●  What is the law for and how does it affect us? 
●  How does the justice system work? 
●  Is crime increasing in society? 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of 
evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Theme C past papers

 

Year 
11

Aut 1 Spr 1 Sum 1
Topic: Theme E: Taking citizenship action
• Students carry out an in-depth, critical investigation leading 

to citizenship action 
• a real out-of-classroom context allows students to apply 

citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of 
evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments, taking Citizenship action

Assessment: Theme E past papers

Topic: Theme D: Power and influence
Key questions explored: 
●  What power and influence can citizens have? 
●  What role and influence should the media have? 
●  Does the UK have power and influence in the wider world? 

Skills/Concepts: Research and interrogation of 
evidence, debate and evaluation,  presenting 
reasoned arguments

Assessment: Theme D past papers

 

Topic: Revision

Skills/Concepts: 

Assessment: Past Papers

 

GCSE- Edexcel



Discuss

How is citizenship education 
delivered in your school setting?

How is the shared curriculum similar 
or different to your school provision?

How are topics similar/different? 

Is there anything that you are 
surprised by?



Political 
literacy & 
critical 
thinking

• Citizenship, as with other curriculum subjects, has a distinct 
body of knowledge, understanding and skills. The subject is 
built around core concepts and processes which help pupils to 
make progress.

• KS3 Citizenship teaching addresses a wide range of topical 
issues. This creates a confident learner who can take part in an 
open classroom climate and knows how take part in discussions 
and debates within sensitive and controversial topics.  

• During KS3 students will develop the following skills:

1. Enquiry and research
2. Critical thinking
3. Deliberation, debate and oracy
4. Advocacy and representation

5. Active citizenship



Can you make links cognitive skills 
from the IDG Thinking - Cognitive 
skills ?



KS3 Student example



KS3 Student example



KS3 Student example



Links to 
cognitive skills 
from the IDG 

Thinking - 
Cognitive skills ?



KS4 Student example



KS4 Student example



Discussion – How do build cognitive skills?

How do we 
develop/encourage students 

to think critically but also 
creatively in our classroom? 
Any strategies that you use?

What barriers might/have 
we faced in developing 

cognitive skills in students? 
How might we overcome 

these barriers?

How do we foster 
problem-solving skills in our 

classroom?

How do we develop 
student’s political literacy 

skills? Or information 
literacy skills?

How might/do we provide 
opportunities for students to 

engage in real life or 
inquiry-based learning?



Successes

•National recognition by ACT
•Curriculum that is at the heart of school
•Ofsted recognition 
•GCSE uptake- past three years there has been 
3 GCSE classes
•Young mayor
•Political participation- Iranian protests
•Further education - large number of students 
taking PPE/International relations/Politics 



Challenges

• Individual teacher- issue of others delivering 
the subject
•Gove period- challenge for existence
•EBacc- Time
•Conflict of student vs. parent- some parents 
still not understanding the subject so do not 
take as seriously 
•PSHE vs. Citizenship- new staff unsure



Practical tips

•Do not dumb down!
•Rome was not built in a day
•Use the structure that is there- I am advising 
English teachers to look at Personal 
Development from Ofsted and use this to 
argue for time and resources 
•Keep it contemporary- students are looking 
at politics all of the time and want to discuss 
(TikTok, and other social media)

🡪 but our job is to help students develop the 
cognitive skills to make sense of what TikTok 
has presented them


